timescolonist.com

loster > Telephone: 250-380-5235 > Email: dkloster@timescolonist.com

timescolonist.com/business

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2013 B9

TSX declines amid Fed
tapering worries > B11

{
our
ns
ord

1uinations
ed for

’s Top 20

38 and
evement
ners will
the sec-
is dinner
| House

| Spa and
1tre in
ear’s
alists and

300 to the

Langford seeks next economic growth plan

- CARLA WILSON

Times Colonist

Langford is not about to leave eco-
nomic growth to chance.

A new economic office will open
in February at city hall. It will tie in
with the economic development
committee, being restructured to
ensure that the municipality
encourages and welcomes business,
along with supporting recreation,
arts and culture, said Mayor Stew
Young.

He hopes to lure h1gh-tech busi-
ness to Langford and wants to see
office buildings with government
workers — something he has men-
tioned in past years.

To help set direction for next
five yvears, a municipal open house
will be held mid-March for citizens
to state what they want and need in
their community, Young said in an
interview.

Recommendations from the open
house will go to Langford council
and the economic committee.

“That will give direction to the
economic development committee
to go and find the money, find the
grants, figure out how to do it and
look for opportunities to try and
make it happen in the most cost-
effective way,” Young said.

This will include backing pre-
ferred capital projects and engag-
ing provincial and federal govern-

ments, he said. Suggestions could
mclude baseball fields, a tennis
bubble, and a 600- to BUU-seat per-
furmmg arts theatre. “Nﬂthmg 18
off the table.”

A similar open house was staged
in 2008 and the vast majority of
projects have been completed or
are in the works. These include a
new arena and stadium, and a pool
which has been announced.

Now it’s time for another five-
year plan, Young said.

“We can show people this is how
you get the chance to set the goals
and directions for your council.”

Businessman John Jurisic Wﬂl

head up the all-volunteer economic

group. Others include Dale Gann,

chairman of the high-tech commit-
tee; Hugh MacDonald, who will rep-
resent recreation; and Micky Flem-
ing, who is representing arts and
culture. Members of the existing
economic development committee,
which has typically dealt with mat-
ters on a project-by-project basis,
have been asked if they want to par-
ticipate, Young said.

“We recognize the importance of
all these kinds of groups for the
health of our community.”

Langford’s population has sur-
passed 30,000, Young said. “It’s got
to the point where we need to start
to look at how we can best provide
these services to our residents and
get them engaged.”




